
The Belltower  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
August is always a big month for weddings.  As a pastor, I always enjoy weddings.  They are full of opportunities.  Just 
like baptisms, confirmation, even funerals and memorial services, worship services and small groups; weddings are op-
portunities to be part of a significant event in peopleôs lives.   
 
In preparation for a wedding, a pastor has the opportunity to learn the history of a relationship.  How a couple met.  May-
be it was by a friendôs introduction.  Maybe they knew each other at a prior time in life.  Maybe they (and you would be 
surprised how often) met online.  Maybe they met at church.  You have the privilege to learn how their relationship de-
veloped.  You learn why they have chosen to join their lives in marriage.  You learn what their families and friends think 
of the potential unions (which are actually strong indicators of a marriageôs success). 
 
You also have the privilege of hearing their hopes and dreams.  Where they want to live?  How their careers mesh and 
interact?  Do they hope to have children?  Are they joining together into a blended family?  You learn about their finan-
cial hopes.  Where they want to serve others in the world?  How their faith in God influence the choices they are pres-
ently making and will make in the future?   
 
You have the opportunity to learn about their extended families--the strengths and weaknesses of the homes where they 
grew up.  Coupleôs have the opportunity to talk about how their parentsô interacted in their marriages and how they were 
parented.  A couple begins to honestly consider how the strengths and weaknesses of their homes and families will be 
played out in their marriage or whether they want to concentrate on not imitating the same weaknesses.  (All of our 
homes have their strengths and weaknesses.)  We share in some temperament testing and how their personalities will 
likely interact in their marriage life day to day.  Occasionally, a couple decides that joining their lives in marriage isnôt the 
best decision.  That decision has its own set of opportunities for transition and mourning time. 
 
We have the opportunity to plan the wedding service.  Do I really need a runner?  What does lighting a unity candle real-
ly symbolize?  What music selections?  What scripture lessons?  Should the ring bearers really bear the wedding 
bands?  I have the privilege of writing a message for their wedding.  (Of course after twenty-five years of marriage, I re-
alize that I knew less than I thought twenty years ago.)   
 
Of course the day of the wedding comes with a certain amount of butterflies for all concerned.  A wedding ceremony is 
an opportunity to share the Good News of our faith in Jesus Christ.  Itôs an opportunity to talk about God's part in a mar-
riage to all who have gathered.  The actual wedding is an opportunity to demonstrate to all in attendance that the church 
of Jesus Christ does its sacred work with joy and excellence from the music to the officiating.  Itôs a time for all the at-
tendees who are married to renew the wedding vows they shared, and a time for those who may someday be married to 
consider the awesome commitments ahead. 
 
Weddings are a time for learning.  The couple learns about commitment.  Parents learn to let go.  Pastors learns more 
than you would expect from each and every couple.  Many, many couples give you hope for the future.  Weddings are a 
small slice slice of the  sacred work of the church.  The sacred work of the church is to join lives in Christ.  Itôs the work 
of beginnings and endings.  Itôs the work of relationships.  Itôs the work of moving forward in a faith journey, not only you,  
but with people you and God have both have chosen for the journey.  Weddings will be only a part of the faith journey 
happening at PUMC in August and the coming months. Come and share and be glad. 
 
Blessings,  

Petoskey United Methodist Church  

August 2010  

Volume 15, Issue 7  



Page 2  The Be l l tower  Vo lume 15 ,  I ssue 7  

he heads off to the Univer-

sity of Michigan.  Tate orig-

inally got involved with 

Manna as a way to be-

come involved in the 

church and help the com-

munity.  ñMy favorite part 

about working with Manna 

was definitely the satisfac-

tion of knowing that I 

helped someone or possibly 

made their day better and 

put a smile on their face.ò  

 This summer, Tate 

has worked with Brett Tay-

lor, an incoming junior at 

PHS who will be taking 

over the Manna collections.  

Brett is getting involved 

because she has ñ the de-

sire to help fight hunger 

both locally and interna-

tionally and this is the first 

step.ò  Taking part in the 36 

Hour Famine also opened 

her eyes to the issues of 

hunger in our own commu-

nity, and this is her way of 

giving back. 

 When you see 

Tate or Brett be sure to 

thank them for their service 

to Manna and PUMC.   

 

Manna Collections: 

August ~ Peanut Butter, 

Jelly, Tuna Fish, Mayo 

 

September ~ Jiffy Mixes of 

all kinds 

 

October ~ We will be col-

lecting food for the Thanks-

giving baskets, so start 

stocking up now! 

MANNA  

 The Manna Food 

Project and Manna Food 

Pantry are non-

denominational and non-

profit with a clear vision to 

help feed the hungry 

throughout northern Michi-

gan.  

 At PUMC, one of 

our missions is to support 

the Manna Food Pantry.  

Over the past couple of 

years, the person in charge 

of the Manna collections 

has been Tate Moyer, a 

2010 PHS graduate. Tate 

also receives help from his 

parents, Dave and Pam 

Moyer. Each month, Tate 

collects and delivers the 

donations from the church 

to Manna.  In August, we 

will say goodbye to Tate as 

Serving our church and 

community is fun!  Thanks 

Tate Moyer for your years 

of service and Good Luck 

at U of M!  Welcome Brett 

Taylor, may it be a 

rewarding experience!  

Brett  

Tate 

Volunteer w
ork is

 fu
n w

ork! 

Celebration Garden 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ Cƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ 
ŘƻŜǎΦ    
 
hǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ 
ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦǊŜǎƘŜƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳπ
ƳŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ !ǳƎΦΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ 
ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ 
 
aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ wƛŎƘǘŜǊ  
опт-фтмт 
Chair, Celebration Garden  

! ǉǳƻǘŜ ōȅ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ tŀǊƪŜǊ 
ƎƻŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ -- Ϧ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴϥǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎπ
ŜǎΦϦ  !ǎ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΣ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ 
ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦƳȅ 
ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊπ
ŘŜƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ -- ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƘŜ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻƊŜƴ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄΦϦ  L 
Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŜ ƛǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ 
DŀǊŘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅ 
ǎƻƻƴΦ 
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Ice Cream Social 
August 22, 2010 
6:30 -  8:00 p.m. 

Volleyball, Football, Frisbee,  
Music too!  

Join us at the Waterfront Pavilion 
behind the City Fire Department!!  
Bring a lawn chair and watch the 

sunset with us!  
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SAVE THE DATE 
Kick Off 

August 29th 
11:15 Am to 1:15 pm 

Activities for  
children and  

Parents  
August 29  11:15 to 1:15 


