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Dear Friends, 
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu of the Anglican Church of South Africa, Noble prize winner speaks of gratitude in this 
manner:  òWhere some people see a half-empty cup, you can see it as half-full.  Perhaps people will be moved to see 
that there are very, very, very many people in the world today who will not have had the kind of breakfast you had.  
Many, many millions in the world today are hungry.  Itõs not your fault, but you woke up from a warm bed, you were 
able to have a shower, you put on clean clothes, and you were in a home that is warm in the winter.  Now just think 
of how many who are refugees who wake up in the morning, and thereõs not very much protection for them against 
the rain that is pelting down.  Perhaps there is not warmth or food or even just water.  It is to say in a way, yes, it is to 
say really, you do want to count your blessings.óñfrom The Book of Joy. 
 

Gratitude (giving thanks) is recognizing all that holds us in life and all that life has given us in the very moments 
that we are living.  Thanksgiving ought to be an intentional response to life.  At least for a period of life, thanksgiv-
ing almost has to be intentional.  Admittedly, thanksgiving is always natural. It is too easy to take life for granted.  
When we have learned to be thankful people, we will then cherish life.   
 

We talk a lot about being òhappyó.  Happy doesnõt make us grateful.  Gratefulness makes us happy.  Every moment 
of life is a gift.  We take the next day for granted but there is no guarantee that tomorrow will even exist.  The gift 
is the opportunities that each day offer us.  Even challenges are an opportunity.  Gratitude means moving from the 
burdens of our lives to counting our blessingsñtherein lies the antidote for envy and an opportunity for appreciat-
ing the good in our lives. 
 

University of California Professor Robert Emmons has been empirically studying gratitude for over a decade.  In 
one study he and his colleagues found that ògrateful people do not seem to ignore or deny the negative aspects of 
life; they simply choose to appreciate what is positive as well.ó   The result of gratitude is that people with a dispo-
sition toward gratitude have the capacity to be empathic and to take the perspective of others.  They are seen as 
more generous and more helpful by people in their social networks.  They are also more likely to have helped 
someone with a personal problem or to have offered emotional support to others.  In other words, the kind of per-
son we want to be. 
 

Psalm 100 is a call to our lives [from The Message]: 
On your feet nowñapplaud God! 
Bring a gift of laughter, sing yourselves into Godõs presence. 
Know this:  God is God, and God, God. 
God made us; we didnõt make God. 
Enter with the password:  òThank you!ó 
Make yourselves at home, talking praise. 
Thank God.  Worship God. 
For God is sheer beauty,  
All-generous in love,  
Loyal always and ever. 

 

All we have is today.  Tomorrow is not guaranteed.  All life slips away, and there is a real danger of wasting our 
precious gift of life.  Gratitude:  helps us catalog, celebrate, and rejoice in each day and each moment before they 
slip through the vanishing sands of the hourglass of life experience. 
 

May God bless you, 
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The Belltower Newsletter (ISSN 38-1784822) is  
published monthly except July by the Petoskey  

United Methodist Church.  The deadline for the newsletter  
is the 20th of each month.  

Send copy and correspondence to: 

Melissa Joneson 
Petoskey United Methodist Church 

1804 East Mitchell Road 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
(231) 347-2733 

info@petoskeyumc.org 

 

Dr. James P. Mitchum  Pastor 
Doug Mantha  Director of Ministries 
Melissa Joneson  Office Secretary 
Melissa Joneson  Treasurer 
Sandy Weber    Financial Secretary 
Michelle Mitchum  Praise Band Director 
Phillip McLellan   Chancel Choir Director 
June Zoerhof  Kings Choir Director 
Sue Moffatt  Carillon Ringers Director 
Paul Ferris   Organist 
Charles Murray  Custodian 
LeaAnne Montel          Nursery Coordinator 

  Monday thru Thursday  
  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
Friday :  9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:  CLOSED 

 
 
 

 
Bulletin ~ Tuesdays at Noon 

 
Belltower ~ 20th of each month 

 
 
 

MAILING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Due to postal regulations, we are charged $.68 whenev-
er the Belltower is mailed to an incorrect address (UAA - 
Undeliverable As Addressed).  This includes anyone who 
has placed their mail on hold or is having mail forward-
ed.  The post office will not forward third class mail.  If a 
newsletter is returned to us, as undeliverable, we 
will place your future mailings on hold until you 

contact us at 
(231) 347-2733.   

 
If you are leaving the area for a period of time,  please 
notify us, so that we can deliver all mail to you during 
your absence.  This will help us to not incur the expense 
of returned mail.  Please be aware that dates must be 
accurate.  If we do not have the date for your return to 
and from a winter address on file, please help us out by 

calling or sending this information. 
 

If you do not wish to receive this mailing in the future, 

please contact the church office at (231) 347-2733 
to  

be removed from the mailing list. 
 
 

THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU 

                               
     

September 2018 Financial Report 

 
      

  Attendance for September:  744 
            

                  2018 YTD      2017 YTD 
General Operating Fund Income:       $258,347.46       $279,633.52 
General Operating Fund Expenses:    $291,166.98    $264,137.96  
Net Income/Loss                    ($32,819.52)      $15,495.56 
                   
Mortgage balance as of 9/30/18:     $248,658.36    
 
Needed for Mortgage YTD:       $46,755.00 
Giving Toward Mortgage YTD:            $45,270.19      
         ($1,484.81) 
 
Missions Giving 2018 Thru 9/30 
Community Assistance                $  508.00    Balance      $333.80  
Manna                   1,134.00    Balance   $2,474.10 
Radio Ministry           2,751.00   Balance    ($155.17)   
Kids Hope USA                     485.00    Balance   $2,978.40 
UMCOR                   1,960.25 
Advance Specials                     262.00 
Other Missions                               8,876.59 

      
Total Missions Giving YTD    $15,976.84  

2018 Budgets 
General Operating Fund          $420,000.00 
Buildings Maintenance Fund       $21,115.00 
Minimum Mortgage Payments    $62,340.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment:        $5,195.00 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=Finance%20report&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc
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Nov. & Dec.  
Thursday, Nov. 1 
Appalachian Service Project deposits are due: 
$100 per person or $250 per family (June 15-
23, 2019). People can still join after this date, 
but we must have a minimum commitment to 
proceed with the trip.  
 
Sunday, Nov. 4, 4:00-6:30 
Pack Manna Thanksgiving bags & dinner. 
Meet/pick up at PUMC.  
 
Sunday, Nov. 18, 11:30-8:30 
Laser tag in Alpena & dinner. Meet/pick up at 
EEC. Cost is $20 per person which includes 
dinner. Must have a parent sign a Laser Team 
Challenge waiver before departure.  
 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 4:00-6:30 
Wrapping gifts for St. Nicholas party, movie & 
dinner.  Meet/pick up at EEC. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 9, 5:00 
St. Nicholas party for children at EEC.  Gifts for 
children and dinner for everyone. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 16, 4:00-6:30 
Christmas party:  secret Santa gift exchange 
($10 limit)  and bring 2 dozen homemade 
cookies to exchange.  Dinner plus service pro-
ject for our congregations - babysitting and 
gift wrapping.  Meet/pick up at PUMC. 

 

Our Nursery is professionally staffed and 
is available for children newborn through 
preschool during worship service.  If you 
would like to serve in the nursery, please 
contact Doug to schedule training and 
safety certification.  347-2733 or 
doug.mantha@petoskeyumc.org 

 

Childrenõs Sunday 
School  

During worship after 
Childrenõs Time 

 

 
K - 2nd Graders, Room 4 
3rd - 5th Graders, Room 3 

 
There is no Sunday School on 
Communion Sundays 

 

Check out our website at 
petoskeyumc.org.  The 
membership directory is 
available as well as sermons, 
Belltowers and more!   

info@petoskeyumc.org (office) 
james.mitchum@petoskeyumc.org 
doug.mantha@petoskeyumc.org 
paul.ferris@petoskeyumc.org 

 
The helping hands ministry 
needs a new leader.  If youõre 
interested in coordinating 

meals for families who need extra help, are re-
cuperating from surgery, are sick, or whatever 
the need may be, please contact Doug at 231-
347-2733 or doug.mantha@petoskeyumc.org. 
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UMC News across Michigan, the United States and the World: 
If you would like more information about the happenings and ministries of the United Methodist 
Church, you can subscribe to: 
 

umnews.org ñ look for the òsubscribeó or contact the church office and we will subscribe for you. 
 

michiganumc.org ñ look for òsignup MIConnectó or contact the church office and we will sub-
scribe for you. 

 

Family mission trip 2019 
Whether youõre a family of one or a family of twelve, start planning on partic-
ipating in the family mission trip with the Appalachian Service Project (ASP), 
June 15-23.  The youth group with Emmanuel Episcopal will serve a local 
family in West Virginia.  Deposits are $100 per person or $250 per family and 
are due Nov. 1.  The ASP fee is $325; travel expenses are additional.  More 
information and budget information will be available in the near future. 

 
 

   Wednesday Night Dinners  
 

Wednesday evening dinners are in full swing.  We are using a rotating schedule of 8 appetiz-
ing menus. 
 

We are asking church members to form teams of 4-6 people who will prepare and clean up a 
meal. Volunteers should sign up for a date with the assigned menu on the sign up sheet lo-
cated on the bulletin board. Be sure to pick up the recipe, grocery list and complete instruc-
tions from the church office at least one week prior to the night for which you sign up. The 
menus are: 
 
Å Meatloaf and roasted vegetables 
Å Pork and vegetable stir fry with brown rice 
Å Baked potato bar with meat and vegetables 
Å Sloppy joe and coleslaw 
Å Oven baked BBQ chicken with oven roasted potatoes 
Å Taco bar, refried beans, saut®ed peppers and onions 
Å Shepherds pie 
Å Chili and corn bread 
 
As done in the past, everyone attending each weekly dinner is asked to bring a side dish or 
dessert to pass. Come and enjoy a delicious and healthy dinner and fellowship! 

THANKSGIVING MEAL Nov. 14th 
NO DINNER November 21st 
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All Church Thanksgiving Dinner! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 

There will be a special Wednesday night dinner on November 14thñwe will celebrate 
Thanksgiving together with no Wednesday night dinner on November 21st the night be-
fore Thanksgiving.  Please put this special date on your calendar now and plan to be pre-
sent with us even if you are not a regular (and maybe you will like it so well, you will decide 
to make it a habit!).  Stay tuned for the date of our special Christmas Wednesday night din-
ner. There is also a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the lobby to donate a turkey or 
other special items for this dinner. Please call Susan Wirgau 231-838-5986 if you are inter-
ested in helping that day! 

òHanging of the Greensó 
PUMC has a fun filled tradition.  We celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season in our 
own special way as we share in a meaningful service of worship, followed by a soup dinner 
and then all go out into the church to decorate it with the glorious greens and colorful 
balls and lights of Christmas.  We call this special evening, òHanging of the Greens.ó 
 

Sunday after worship, December 2rd. 

 
Equal Exchange will no longer be available for individual purchase. We still 
have some items left for purchase in the lobby.  Any products that are past the 
õbest if used byõ date are marked half-price.  There are three types of whole 
bean coffee so if you have a grinder there's some great buys! 
 

The Petoskey UMW still whole-heartedly endorses this empowering program.  
The use of Equal Exchange coffees will continue to proudly be used for our 
coffee hours and the meals served from our kitchen.   
 

Equal Exchange products are available for purchase at the Grain Train and at 
the Equal Exchange online website. Thanks to all our customers! 
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Celebration Garden 
We are preparing the Celebration Garden for the necessary winter rest.  There are still a few blossoms 
visible, but very few!  The Reflection Fountain has been turned off and the benches will soon be re-
moved and stored for the winter.  There are benches in the gazebo though, should you choose to 
spend some time in the garden.  Winter is fast approaching.   
 
Have you noticed the Autumn Blaze Maple tree (in all of its splendor) at the entrance to the Celebra-
tion Garden?  It allows our garden high visibility in the fall.  It is amazing to remember how small it 
was when first planted.  Before any flower, shrub or tree is planted in the garden area, we check to see 
whether they are deer resistible.     
 
Our next and last meeting in 2018 will be Tues., Nov. 8th at 4:00 p.m. at the church.  Come and join us, 
as we will be discussing plans for the coming year. 
 
Meredith Richter 
Chair, Celebration Garden 

 

      

Petoskey United Methodist Women held their election in October. Officers elected are:  
  
 President     ---   Meredith Richter 
  Secretary     ---   Marilyn Mann 
  Treasurer     ---   Barb Fry 
  Program and Projects ---   Susan Wirgau 
  Member at Large ---   Gaye Alexander, Ann Pelham and Pauline Webb 

 

The Rummage Sale was very successful, with a little over $5,000.00 earned.  These funds help our 
UMW pay our pledge to missions at home and abroad.  Check the bulletin board on the wall in the 
lobby as it shows all of the global missions that we help to support.  We also support many local 
church and community missions.  It takes all of us working together to achieve this kind of success.  
Thanks to everyone who helped with the rummage sale in whatever possible way.  Watch for the 
spring dates! 
 

As I am writing this article for the November Belltower, our local UMW Annual Conference Meeting is 
to be held at our church on October 26 and 27.  A history making event, as the current Detroit and 
West Michigan Conferences will officially merge and become the Michigan Conference.  The United 
Methodist Churches of the two conferences will merge after the first of 2019.  Highway I-75 will no 
longer be a dividing line of our United Methodist Churches and United Methodist Women Units. 
 

Our next UMW meeting is November 14 at 11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Chris Krajewski, from the 
Womenõs Resource Center, will speak to us about Human Trafficking.  Remember to bring your sack 
lunch.  Dessert and beverages will be furnished.  Come join us. 
 

Meredith Richter 
President, United Methodist Women 

 

United Methodist Women   @;CNB ž BIJ? ž FIP? CH ;=NCIH 
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 The Elderberries  

 

 
The Elderberries Widows Group will be going to The Northern Lights Bowling Alley 
on Friday, November 9, 2018 for their monthly get-together.  We will meet in the 
Church parking lot to carpool to the restaurant at 1130am.  Lunch will be at 12 noon. 
 

Please RSVP, using the info below, no later than Wednesday, November 7 so I can provide the res-
taurant with our headcount.  I hope you will join us.  If you want further info or have any questions 
regarding our group, please call me on my cell phone or e-mail me, using the info provided below. 

 
Bev McConnell 

email:  bevmac70@sbcglobal.net    home: (231) 347-6406    cell: (231) 645-5000    

Due to the decrease in orders over the last several years, United Methodist 
Women will not be placing an order this year. When we ordered many cop-
ies, we received a generous discount.  However, as the numbers dwindled, 
that discount became very small. 
 

If you are interested in ordering this annual devotional, you can order online 
at bookstore.upperroom.org or call Customer support at 800-972-0433. 

 

Sincerely, Barb Fry 

UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES (ANNUAL DEVOTIONAL) 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES 
A new scripture study will begin Monday November 5th, "Half Truths" by 
Adam Hamilton at 5:45. Adam searches for the truth in clich®s by pointing 
to what scripture really says. Please join us in room10 for this 5 week study. 
Books need to be ordered, so if you plan to attend please call Tammie 
Keene at 487-0776. 

Thank you for all of your great support to make another fall rummage sale a 
grand success.  We outfitted many children, made lots of money, made new 
friends and ate lots of good food.  If this sounds interesting to you, then put 
April 30 to May 4 on your calendar for our working days for the Spring 2019 
Rummage Sale, which will be held May 3 & 4.  Mark 1:00 p.m. Saturday May 4 
down on your calendar RIGHT NOW for the clean-up shift!  SAVE THE DATE!   
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Annual Womenõs Christmas Luncheon 
 

 It is that time againê.a joyous time for food, fun and 
fellowship. Please mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at 11:30, in 
the Fellowship Hall, for the Annual Wom-
enõs Christmas Luncheon. The cost will re-
main the same as in the past, at $10 per 

person, plus a paper product for the Mary Mar-
garet House and the Womenõs Resource Center 
Safe House. Please sign up on the bulletin board, 

or contact the church office at 231.347.2733 to sign 
up. The deadline for reservations is Sunday, December 9th. 
We look forward to this upcoming eventêHope we see you 
there! Should you have questions, please contact Barb Fry at 
231.330.8566, or the church office.  

 

It will soon be time to shop for the Womenõs Resource Center Adopt-a-Family minis-
try.   Please keep these guidelines in mind as you do your shopping, and thanks for 
your generosity from year to year: 

 

¶ Ornament tags will be on tables in the lobby and ready to be picked up 
starting Sunday, Nov. 11.  

¶ Please label your gifts ð tape the tag to the outside.  

¶ We give gift cards for gas and groceries, so cash donations are welcome. 

¶ Sometimes all of the tags donõt get taken, so we shop to cover whatõs 
left.  Cash donations help to cover these costs and ensure the ministry doesnõt 
run a deficit. 

¶ Please deliver your gifts by the due date.  Late gifts create a bind with plan-
ning and delivery. 

¶ Please bring your wrapped & labeled gifts by Friday, Dec. 7.   
 

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND HELPING 
LOCAL FAMILIES HAVE CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 
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Memorial Gifts 

 

NOVEMBER 1, 2017 - OCTOBER 31, 2018 
 

In Memory of: 
 

ESTHER BALLARD 
Mortgage Principal 

 

JACK RUTHERFORD 
Radio Ministry 

 

JUDY WALKER 
Radio Ministry 

 
                       
 
 

 

CHRIS ORTKRAS 
Final Expenses 

 

GENE JUDAY 
Taunton Family Childrenõs Home (29erõs) 

Camp Mechuwana (29erõs) 
 

SALLY HAYES 
Radio Ministry 

McLaren Northern Michigan Foundation/Hospice 
Bell Choir 

 

RUTH HANSON 
Celebration Garden 

 

BUD SHANLEY 
Operating Expenses 

 
**CONNIE TANNER 
Chancel Choir 

 
**BARBARA BLACKMORE 

United Methodist Womenõs Missions 

**These monies were not processed through the 
Memorial Account 

 
Additional Memorials have been received 

but not dispersed at this time. 
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

   1 

9:00 AM  

Womenõs Study 

Group 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

 

4:00 PM 

Youth Group 

 

 

 

 

5 

5:45 PM 

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

6:00 PM 

Spanish 

Conversation Class 

6 

7:00 AM  

Men's Study Group 

 

 

7        

5:00 PM 

Bell Choir 

 

6:00 PM 

Wed Night Dinner  

 

6:30 PM 

Kings Choir 

 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir 

 

8 

9:00 AM  

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

4:00 PM 

Celebration  

Garden Meeting 

9 

12:00 PM 

Elderberries 

Widow Womenõs 

Group 

10 

 

11 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

 

11:30 AM 

òA Way Forwardó 

Discussion 

 

 

12 

5:45 PM 

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

6:00 PM 

Spanish 

Conversation Class 

13 

7:00 AM  

Menõs Study Group 

 

9:30 AM  

Prayer Shawl Group 

 

1:30 PM 

UMW Readers 

14      11:15 AM 

United Methodist  

Women 

 

5:00 PM 

Bell Choir 

 

6:00 PM 

Thanksgiving Meal 

 

6:30 PM 

Kings Choir 

 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir 

Praise Band Rehearsal 

15 

9:00 AM  

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

 

11:30 AM 

Youth Group 

Laser Tag 

 

 

19 

5:45 PM 

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

6:00 PM 

Spanish 

Conversation Class 

20 

7:00 AM  

Menõs Study Group 

 

5:15 PM 

Church Council 

 

Universal 

Childrenõs Day! 

21       

5:00 PM 

Bell Choir 

 

NO DINNER 

 

6:30 PM 

Kings Choir 

 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir 

Praise Band 

22 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

 

 

26 

5:45 PM 

Womenõs Study 

Group 

 

6:00 PM 

Spanish 

Conversation Class 

27 

7:00 AM  

Menõs Study Group 

28        

5:00 PM 

Bell Choir 

 

6:00 PM 

Wed Night Dinner  

 

6:30 PM 

Kings Choir 

 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir 

29 

9:00 AM  

Womenõs Study 

Group 

30  

All Saintsõ Day 

Intõl Day for 

Tolerance! 

Happy 

Shopping! 

Happy 

Thanksgiving! 
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)Æ  ÙÏÕÒ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÏÒ ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ  ÉÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ  ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ  ÌÉÓÔȟ  ÏÒ ÉÎÃÏÒÒÅÃÔȟ 
ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏǣÃÅ ÓÏ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ ǢÌÅÓ  ΥΦΩ-ΤΩΥΥ ÏÒ ÉÎÆÏͽÐÅÔÏÓËÅÙÕÍÃȢÏÒÇ 

 

1 Eve Rider 
2 Jean Winn 
3 Sue Straley, Kevin Burns 
4 Doug Mantha 
5 Maye Burns 
6 Marti Swiger 
7 Dave Jakubiak 
8 Brook Barney, Everett Forbes 
9 Patricia McCoy, Lampton Kamalii, Heather 
Smith 

11 Lila Ball, Ronald Snyder, Scott Hotchkiss 
13  Rachel Mantha 
15  Denise Antonishen, James Mitchum 

18  Phyllis Blanchard, Fred Fry 
19  Doug Keene 
20 Meredith Richter 
21 Richard Strader, Melva Burek, Lori Moulton,  
Caleb Mitchum 

22 Judy Fouch, Tayte Rider, Davin Cunkle 
23 Howard Ball, Robin Scott, Lisa Penberthy 
Keene 

25  Frank Duiven 
26  Caitlin Ludlow, Ann Durbin 
27  Barbara Smith, Elizabeth Durbin 
29 Marcia Fosmore, June Zoerhof 

 

David & Denise McDowell  11/12/1981  37 years 
Bob & Melva Burek   11/13/1976  42 years 
Dave & Sandy Jakubiak  11/21/1981  37 years 

Happy Birthday! 
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